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WHY NOT DO FOOD HISTORY?
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WHY NOT DO FOOD HISTORY?
1. Because it would mean you’re a material determinist.

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


WHY NOT DO FOOD HISTORY?
1. Because it would mean you’re a material determinist.

2. Because “it” (meaning culinary history) is a frivolous 
topic, associated with pleasure, privilege—and women. 
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WHY NOT DO FOOD HISTORY?
1. Because it must mean you’re a material determinist.

2. Because “it” (meaning culinary history) is a frivolous 
topic, associated with pleasure, privilege—and women.

3. Because America had plenty of food, why bother?
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My recent food-related research

• Just out • Forthcoming: 

With Alison Bashford,

The New Worlds of 
Thomas Robert Malthus 
(Princeton: PUP, 2016). 
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ROSS MULCARE, “FEEDING KANSAS: FAMINE AND RELIEF IN CONTESTED 
TERRITORY”

THERESA MCCULLA, “REPRESENTING MODERN NEW ORLEANS: FOOD AND 
THE EVOLUTION OF THE MULTIETHNIC CITY”

NICHOLAS CRAWFORD, “FEEDING SLAVERY: SCARCITY, SUBSISTENCE, AND 
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN, C. 1783-1825” 

CARLA CEVASCO, “FEAST, FAST, AND FLESH: HUNGER AND VIOLENCE IN 
NEW ENGLAND, 1688-1748” 

ZACHARY NOWAK, DISSERTATION TBA (AUTHOR OF TRUFFLE: A GLOBAL 
HISTORY)

HARVARD GRADUATE STUDENTS 

IN HISTORY AND AMERICAN STUDIES 

WHO WORK WITH ME AND ON FOOD
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New journals
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US/W 19: American Food in Global Context
(We’ll have what they’re having)
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CHEZ US/ W 1 9  

Appet izer s 

ma ize-bea n s-sq u a sh  

Dr y ’d  h uma n  f l esh  

Oys t er s  r o c k ef el l er  

Ma in  Cour ses 

Th a n k sg iv in g  v en iso n  

Ha n g t o w n  f r y  

Fr ee-r a n g e c r ea t ur e, l o c a l l y-f o r a g ed  t h in g , f o a m d u  j o u r  

SIDE Dishes          BREAD St uf f s 

a n t isc o r bu t ic  spr in g t ime w eed s                  Sh ips b isc u it  

per f ec t io n  sa l a d          Gr a h a m c r ac k er s  

po i                    pa r k er  h o use r o l l s  

DESSERTS 

In d ia n  pud d in g  

ba k ed  a l a sk a  

3 -D pr in t ed  f o r t un e c o o k ies  (so y in k ) 

N o  Smo k in g            N o  Tippin g  
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