
Methylmercury is a bioaccumulative neurotoxin
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Concentrations are x106-107 water

• Neurocognitive deficits

• Impaired motor function

• Cardiovascular effects
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Source: Mahaffey et al., 2008
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Ongoing debate about benefits and risks of seafood
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Where do fish come from?

Source: FAO State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture, 2011

• Commercial marine fish consumption is the predominant source of 
MeHg exposure in North America and Europe

Trade flows by continents (total imports in US$ millions, averages 2008-2010)
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Source: Zhang et al., 2015 (in-review)
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High concentrations of bioaccumulative
contaminants pose risks for marine fisheries

Modeled contributions of global rivers discharges to seawater mercury concentrations
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